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Dear Fellow Missionaries:

It has been my pleasure this past week to view the realizatrion

- 0of our Heavenly Father's blessings bestowed on us, his servants

- in the Australia Northeast Mission. During the month of August,
31 of His children accepted:-the-blessings of membership into His
kingdom. Comprising those chosen. converts were five choice Families,
‘that i1s, five choice Families enabled themselves to experience the
peace and joy that comes from accepting and implementing the gospel
of Jesus Chraist into every righteous phase of their lives. TWhat
greater success could we as missionaries attain than to bring the
blegsings that come from the Message of the Restoration to Families,
when, as a result of the influence 0of the Holy Ghost, they accept
those divine truths and dedicate themselves to follow the Master
Jesus Christ through his appointed servants in these latter-davs.

In a recent visit from Elder Leslie 0. Stone, Assistant to the
- Council of the Twelve, he gave us important gualities and steps
to follow to enable us to reach this, our success, to bring
‘Families to a knowledge of the true Church of Jesus Christ being
restored to the earth. Let me review with you these steps.

Before we can be successful in anything we must have a predeter-
mined object or something we want to achieve-this ig called a goal.
Many of you this past week have felt the personal satisfaction

and joy that comes with setting and attaining goals. On the other
hand, many of you have felt the discouragement and depression that
comes from setting goals and failing to accomplish vour righteous
degires. The attainment of success in anvthing, only comes to those
who are willing to set goals and have the determination to work
with sincere enthusiasm to acconmplish those goals. Many of us have
dreams but few of us have goals. For those who have set goals

have planned out 1n their minds the action thev will take and

have chartered themselves a course to reach that specific goal.

.May-I reiterate what the Lord said to the Prophet Joseph Smith
concerning Elders who were having difficulty reaching their goals.

- "Behold, T say unto you that it is my will that you should
go forth and not tarry, neither be idle but labor with vyour mlght—

"Llftlng up your veices as with the sound of a trump, prﬂclalnlng
the truth accmrdlng to the revelations and commandments which
I have given you. . (Doctrine & Covenants 75:3- -4}

No success was ever reached without work. No possession that we
have gained or ever will gain can be significant to us unless we
have worked to acheive it. Remember we have two vears to work and
an eternity to think about it.

The importance  of this éﬂncept was stressed by*ﬁur late prophet,
David O. McKay, when he said, "The good things of life are avail-
able to the strenucus struggler.™.

Not only do our enthusiasm and determination to work help us reach
our goals, but our every acticns and deeds continue to determine
our success. The way we look and act determine whether we will
reach our goals or fail. Your personality and attitude of success
can open untold doors and you w1ll reach a success "unexpected in
common hours”. - 3

Another important factor in attaining our desired success is the
- quality of honesty. We must be honest with the Lord in every
respect. ‘How can we as misslonaries expect the Lord to bless us




with the realization of our goals when we are not honest with Him.
'Thls 1mpﬂrtant concept of honesty was best brought out when He said,
"I, the Lord, am bound when ve do What I say; but when ve do not
what I say, yve have no prDMISE" - | -

Our'Heavenly-Father'guidesiand'dirEGts cach of us here, both person—
ally -and through~a- tiving :prophetsy - His*direetion covers every |
aspect  in ourlife;: and .eonly-by bedtng-honest with> ourselves and those
dround us can we-ever expect the Lord to help usin our quest for
success. - -

Elder Stone also designated-one last-very -important quality as

an ingredignt for ourvsuceess;y-that - is being able to stick to the
job. Many of us loose sight of our goals when success is on our.
door  step simply because we are confronted by challenges or we have .
to do something out of the ordinaryv. This was bést explained when
.Charles F. Kettering said, "You never stub vour toe standing still.
The faster you move the more apt your are to stub vour tﬂe. But the .
more apt vou are: tD get EDmewhere - - R o

?MaV we reallze that as missionaries in the AustraLla Mortheast -
Mission we may sense the importance of setting and attalnlng our
goals. May we take this key of success and put it into every
phase of ‘our lives. Only hy sanctifying ourselves with renewed .
dedication will we reach our gocals, . "Trust in the Lord with all
thine heart, and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all
fthy ways acknmwledge him and he shall direct thy paths.” = -
| | (Prmverbs 3:5=6)

The Lmrd will dlrect ‘each of you to succeed 1f yau will Dut trust
‘in hls wmrds and EEFk constant guidance from hlm S

May;we nmw EEtIgOalE wlth the desire and determlnatimﬂ,tm_reach them, .
no matter what obsgtacles may stand in ocur way. That we may alwavs
have with us the constant flow of enthusiasm from which ebbs the |
very spirit of life itself. Only through learning and using these:
qualities of success c¢an we ever hope to come to a realization

of any worthy gaal fhat we asplre tn have in our respectlve
1ca111ng5.

:Remember Gnly ynu, ?Gurself can incorpbrate those attitudes
into your mission and have them hecome an active,vibrant part of

vour spirit. May the Lord bless vou as vou gset youxr. gﬂals tn
reach them, is my humble prayer.

'Faithfully vour companion,

J. Martell Bird, President
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