





Dear Fellow Missionaries,

The mission tour last month with our Mission Representative, Brother Arncld,
proved very stimulating and rewarding to me. 1 sincerely.hope each and every-
one of you, alsc, were able to feel the spirit and sense the true significance
of our callings as we received the inspired instructions from one who represents
our beloved general authorities. Each zone, large or small, seemed to have its
own personality, but I was able to clearly discern the Holy Spirit directing
each meeting anc felt the enthusiastic response of every missionary as you re-
ceived the important messages. It was not difficult for me to leave each
meeting with 2 rew resclve to become a better missionary, and I'm sure each

one of you must have felt the same enthusiasm as I did, and are now rededicated
tc the purpose ¢f preaching the beautiful "Message of the Restoration®.

Now as we enter a new year and leave 1972 to the past 1 feel impressed to

suggest to each one of you, my belcved companions, that we should tive every

day of this new year to the very best of ocur ability. One of ‘the important
themes of the mission tour was the necessity of setting for ourselves challenging
cut attainable coals. For us to reach.any goal requires a day by day effort
therefore, every day must be better than the day hefore if we expect to reach

cur goals. If we follow Brother Arnold's suggestion to kneel each morning and
pray for the companionship of the Holy Ghost to guide and help us be successful
that day, and make that day the best ore yet, we can't help but become a better

-

person and of course a better missionary.

Achieving eternal 1ife and exaltation has to be a slow but consistent day to
day process, not something that happens overnight. The same holds true for a
successful and honorable mission. One cannot wait until the last day, week,
or month and expect to do all that was required during a two year mission call.
When we fail to improve or make that day as it should have been we must do the
necessary repenting and once again ask the Lord to help us overcome our weak-
resses 50 we will become the type of emmisaries He has czlled us .to be. Every
missicnary is different as to personality, talents and even righteousness, but
gur Father in Heaven knows our strengths, weaknesses and talents and has given
4s our free agency to best utilize that which we have been given.

it is so easy to make Tong lists and set New Year resolutions, but unless we
acquire the hebit of 1iving each day with cur geals and resolutions well in
mind, and act accordingly, I beijeve those resclutions become meaningless and
the goals unattainable.

Ma h of us make every new day one in which we can honestly feel progress has
been made towards our goals. May we daily show more love towards our companions,
our members, cur investigaters and in so doing, more love for our Father in
Heaven as we strive to prove our love through righteous service.
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Faiigfu13y your brother,
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Dear Companions:

In a prayer of Joseph Smith, he uttered, "O God, where art thou? And where is
the pavilion that covereth thy hiding place? How long shall thy hand be stayed,
and thy eye, yea thy pure eye, behold from the eternal heavens the wrongs of
thy people and of thy servants, and thy ear be penetrated with their cries?”

Such are the fervent appeals of the Prophet Joseph Smith, occasioned by his
suffering in the Liberty Jail, and that of the saints in Missouri. Subsequently,
the Lord comforted Joseph Smith, assuring him that although the influence of
traitors would cast him into trouble, into bars and walls, his voice would be
more terrible in the midst of his enemies than the fierece 1ion. Thenlord

then elaborated upon the sufferings which the prophet possibly would experience,
always with an omnis."if", in an ever intensifying crescendo- "If thou art
called to pass through tribulation; if thou art in perils among false brethren...
if thine enemies fall upon thee... if the billowing surge conspire against thee...
if the very jaws of hell shall gape open the mouth wide after thee"- as if the
greatest conceivable blessing would be stated after, compensating and rewarding
these sufferings. Yet that which follows, at first examination, is entirely
anticlimatic, indeed a let down, for the Lord says, "All these things shall
give thee experience."

But what of experiences? Let them not be underestimated. To promise Joseph
Smith that his tribulations would give him experience was perhaps, the only
suitable compensation for having to suffer them, for the experiences of life

prepare and fit us, all of us, to receive the maximum blessings, even all the
Father has.

Where then, is the dignity in living, and where do we find satisfaction? It
is not in the experiences which come to us (we often have no control over this)

but is in the way in which we accept those exper1ences and successfully pass
them.

It is no different in the missionfield. Indeed, here we have perhaps less
control over the situations in which we oftimes find ourselves. But let us
rest assured that whatever situation we are placed in has come to us of the
Lord, and is for us to gain experience, experience we may greatly need to
improve our character and prepare us. Let us not complain.of our area, our
companion, our branch, the situation at home, or anything else, but let us
gain experience through our diligence in coping with these situations. There
is no greater satisfaction to be gained, nor dignity to be had, than this.

T2f7the Lord bless us all,

Elder Paul y









